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The submitted reference was prepared by a foreign Patent Office, 

and is directed to a foreign counterpart application to the 
present US Patent Application. Consistent with Applicant's duty 

of disclosure under 37 CFR 1 .56, Applicant recognizes that 
the Examiner may consider it relevant when making a patentability 
determination. However, this submission should not be misconstrued 
as an admission by the Applicant that the reference is either 
relevant or not relevant to patentability, especially since the 
reference was prepared by a foreign Patent Office that is 
governed by a different body of law than the USPTO. 

Nevertheless, in the interest of full disclosure and good faith, Applicant 
submits the reference for consideration by the Examiner, and requests 
that the Examiner initial the attached Form PTO 1449, indicating the 
Examiner has considered this reference. 



Notification of Reasons for Refusal 



R1 



Patent application number 
Drafting date 
Examiner 

Representative of the applicant 
Applicable articles 



2003 - 053231 
September 06, 2006 

Takatsuji Masato 9823 3J00 

Komatsu Yuji (one partner) 

Article 29 paragraph 2; Article 29bis 



This application should be refused according to the following reasons. If any arguments 
on these reasons for refusal exist, please file an argument within 60 days from the 
sending date of this notification. 

Reasons 

Reason 1 

Because the invention relating to the following claims in this application, is an invention 
could easily have been made, prior to the filing of the patent application, by a person with 
common knowledge in the art to which the invention pertains, on the basis of an invention 
described in the following publications distributed in Japan prior to the filling of the patent 
application, or on the basis of an invention which could be utilized by the publics through 
the telecommunication lines, the right to the patent shall not be granted in accordance 
with the provision of the article 29, paragraph 2 of the Patent Law. 



Note (please refer to the list of references for the cited references) 



• Claims: 1 - 5, 8 - 12 

• Cited references: 1-3 

• Note: 

In the cited reference 1, the bearing unit wherein a lubricating oil seal member (seal 
member 9) t a housing member for holding the lubricating oil seal member and the bearing 
means (bearing metal 12) from the outer peripheries, an anti-shaft-release member 
(stopper plate 3) and the second member (thrust bearing 10) are provided, and a 
hydrodynamic fluid bearing is used as the radial bearing means, also an end of the shaft is 
made into curved profile and contacted with the second member as the thrust bearing 
means, has been described (especially please refer to paragraphs [0016], [0020], [0033], 
and [Figure 2]). 

In addition, that the housing is made of the synthetic resin materials, as described in line 
9 to line 18, page 4 of the cited reference 2 and line 9 to line 14, upper left column, page 3 
of the cited reference 3, is merely a matter commonly performed in the art, so it could be 
said that in the invention of the bearing unit described in the cited reference 1 , there are 
no particular technical difficulties to make the housing using the synthetic resin materials. 



P. 2 

• Claims: 6, 13 

• Cited references: 1-4 

• Note: 

In the cited reference 4, it has been described that part of the shaft forming a gap with 
the opening part of the bearing unit is tapered such that the diameter increases toward the 
inside of the shaft (especially please refer to figure 2). 

• Claims: 7, 14 

• Cited references: 1-4 

• Note: 

Because the thrust hydrodynamic fluid bearing is a common thing without special 
illustrations, it is a matter could be achieved properly by a person skilled in the art 
according to the request to utilize the thrust hydrodynamic fluid bearing in the invention 
described in the cited reference 1 . 



Reason 2 

The invention relating to the following claims in this application, is identical with an 
invention described in the specification, claims, or drawings originally attached to the 
request of following patent application which was filed earlier than the patent application 
and for which the Patent Gazette was published or the application was published after the 
filing of the application, and the inventor of this application is not the same person as the 
above inventor of the patent application prior to the this application, furthermore in this 
application, the applicant is not the same person as the applicant of the above patent 
application, therefore, the right to the patent shall not be granted in accordance with the 



provision of the article 29bis of the Patent Law. 

Note (please refer to the list of references for the cited references) 

• Claims: 1-14 

• Cited references: 5 

• Note: 

In the cited reference 5, a bearing unit wherein an anti-shaft-release member (flange 
part 2b), the second member to secure a space around the anti-shaft-release member 
(thrust member 10 ), the first member for the lubricating oil seal (seal member 12), a shaft 
with part of which forming a gap with the first member is tapered, a housing made of 
synthetic resin for holding the first member, the second member and the radial 
hydrodynamic fluid bearing from the outer peripheries are provided, has been described 
(especially please refer to paragraphs [0039] ~ [0044], [Figure 5], [Figure 7]). 

In addition, the thrust bearing means in which an end of the shaft is made into curved 
profile and contacted with the second member is common in the art (for examples, please 
refer to [Figure 2] of cited reference 1), and there is no new effect by applying the above 



P. 3 

common techniques to the invention described in the cited reference 5, therefore, the 
invention relating to claims 5, 12 in this application is substantially identical to the 
invention described in the cited reference 5. 



List of cited references 

1. Kokai (unexamined patent publication) No. 1999- 103554 

2. International publication No.02/10602 

3. Kokai (unexamined patent publication) No. 1992 -8909 

4. Microfilm of Japanese Utility Model Application No. 1978 - 13571 (Japanese Utility 
Model Publication No. 1979-117444) 

5. Japanese Patent Application No. 2002 - 281596 
(Kokai No. 2004-116667) 



Record of the result of the previous technique references searched 

• Searched Field IPC F16C17/00 ~ 17/26 

F16C33/00- 33/28 

• Previous technique references No 

This record of the result of the previous technique references searched is not the 
reason for the refusal. 



If there are any inquiries about the content of this notification of reasons for refusal, or 
an interview wanted for this application, please contact with the following. 

Takatsuji Masato, General Machinery, Second Patent Examination Department. 
TEL. 03 - 3581 - 1101 ext. 3326 ~ 3328 
FAX. 03 - 3501 - 0530 



Directorate/Deputy Primary Examiner/Deputy Examiner Assistant Examiner 



Okano Takuya Takatsuji Masato 



9036 



9823 



